
Duration: 70 minutes  /  Age: 5+

 UNDER THE ARTISTIC DIRECTION OF
PAOLO MANGIOLA PRESENTS

 Presented in
collaboration with

1-2-3 December 8pm 
4 December 7pm



Responding to the theme ‘New Futures’ and the 
question ‘what will the future look like in 100 
years?’ ŻfinMade: New Futures invites six emerging 
choreographers and artists working with movement, 
who are Maltese or based in Malta, to create a series 
of short solos and duets with the ŻfinMalta company 
dancers. The project is one of the company’s biennial 
signature programmes, presented in collaboration 
with Spazju Kreattiv.

ŻfinMade exemplifies ŻfinMalta’s ongoing 
commitment to cultivating contemporary dance 
practice in Malta. The project highlights our 
commitment to fostering and nurturing local artists, 
bringing them into contact with the country’s 
leading institutions. Each of the six choreographers 
was given the resources to develop and create a 
new work, including mentorship by the company’s 
artistic team. The result is four evenings of dance 
performances showcasing the work and introducing 
the choreographers and dancers to new audiences.

We are proud to provide a platform for dance artists 
and artists who work with movement not only to 
research and develop their ideas through our Artist 
in Residence programme, but also ultimately give 
them invaluable resources and experience to create 
and showcase a new work for their portfolio. I’m 
excited to see the outcome of these short works 
and to continue programming and showcasing local 
talent here and abroad.

Artistic Director, 
Paolo Mangiola



PERFORMANCE 
RUNNING ORDER:
Thursday 1st & Saturday 3rd 
Run by Hyenas, Romeo Roxman Gatt
Humains!, Chakib Zidi
Fruitful Darkness, Rebecca Camilleri

Friday 2nd & Sunday 4th 
In Pursuit of Poles and Emperors, 
Emma Louise Walker
Capsule, Charlene Galea
Ones, Simon Riccardi-Zani A
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REBECCA CAMILLERI
Fruitful Darkness is a solo exploring the fertile 
void. A ritual honours a shadow of what still lives. 
Between what was and what follows, there is 
nothing to do and nowhere to go. A metamorphic 
dance embraces the ending and reveals the 
blooming.
DANCER: PEARL CALLEJA

Rebecca Camilleri is a performance maker and 
bodywork practitioner, based in Mexico since 
2016. She graduated with a First Degree in BA 
Choreography and Visual Art Practices from 
Dartington College of Arts, UK and a Masters in 
English (Modern and Contemporary Literature and 
Criticism) from the University of Malta. Rebecca is 
a founding member of the rubberbodies collective 
and has been engaged in several performance, 
community and educational projects. She is 
currently studying Gestalt psychotherapy and is 
inspired to use movement as a way of integrating 
emotions in therapy. 

THE ARTISTS



CHARLENE GALEA
Capsule poses the question: In the future, what 
will be left of the land that produces fresh food 
today, and will anyone be here to work the land? 
It proposes that each day, humans will wake 
up to the instruction to swallow a set of food 
capsules, thus erasing the sensual and social 
aspects of food, and explores the impact of this 
on the dancer’s body and psyche.
DANCER: FELIX DEEPEN

Charlene Galea is a multidisciplinary artist 
navigating the online and offline worlds. She 
often uses her own body as a tool, and an act 
of resistance, through live performance and 
photography with a focus on the political and 
on the spaces in which we exist. Previous 
exhibitions have explored issues around social 
media, female sexuality, rave culture, mental 
health, vaccines, and even agriculture. Charlene 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Creative Directions 
for Fashion, and a Master of Digital Fine Arts. 
She is currently travelling and collaborating in 
performance workshops at the Tic Tac Centre 
and Impulstanz to further develop her practice 
in movement and storytelling.



ROMEO ROXMAN GATT
Run by Hyenas imagines a future where bodies 
are no longer policed, where masculinity and 
femininity are no longer prescribed by obsolete 
stereotypes. There is no hierarchy, body and soul 
are in harmony. Human, animal, and machine 
become one. This solo presents a dancer who has 
developed a passion for transgression, asking 
audiences to reconsider their understanding of how 
bodies and the environments that frame and define 
them can be reimagined. 
DANCER: KEITH MICALLEF

Romeo Roxman Gatt is a multidisciplinary artist 
who explores sexuality, identity, gender, love 
and consumption within his practice. For a while 
now, the artist has been working with themes of 
humanising and interacting with consumer objects, 
making the inanimate iconic and fetishised. He is 
also interested in documenting and archiving trans 
and queer experiences and has recently launched a 
new project called Rosa Kwir. This project revolves 
around alternative notions of masculinity, bringing 
together stories of Maltese trans men, non-binary 
& masculine of centre people. He is also co-
founder of the first queer focused project space 
and contemporary art gallery in Malta. Romeo has 
an MA in Visual Communication from the Royal 
College of Art and was selected for Bloomberg 
New Contemporaries, ICA, London, and Bluecoat 
Liverpool (2016).



SIMON RICCARDI-ZANI
Ones. One. One or one. One and one. One on one. 
One in one. One with one. One for one. Is there a 
place for interactions and differences in a world 
where individualism has reached its climax? Is the 
randomness of our connections enough to pass as 
humanity? Are our differences present enough to 
pass for diversity? This duet contemplates a new 
model by searching for poetry within a new reality.
DANCERS: LOTTE LA HAYE & AMBER VAN VEEN

Simon Riccardi-Zani was born in 1998 in Nice, 
France. He started classical dance aged eight and 
furthered his studies with programmes at Rosella-
Hightower Dance School (Cannes), Princess 
Grace Academy (Monaco), and Lyon National 
Conservatoire. Simon began professional classical 
training at the Opera Ballet School of Paris and 
later trained in contemporary dance at the Paris 
National Conservatoire (CNSMDP). He has danced 
repertoire including Kurt Jooss, Olivier Dubois, 
Rainer Behr and Pina Baush. Workshops have 
included Anne Teresa De Keersmaker processes, 
Gaga techniques, and repertoire by Akram Khan, 
Angelin Preljocaj, and William Forsythe. Simon 
joined ŻfinMalta in 2019.



EMMA LOUISE WALKER
In Pursuit of Poles and Emperors is inspired by 
the 1922 publication ‘The Worst Journey in the 
World,’ an autobiographical account by Apsley 
Cherry-Garrard of Scott’s doomed Antarctic 
expedition. A story otherwise known for its failures; 
it succeeds in capturing the abundance of all that 
had yet to be discovered. A century later, much of 
our planet’s surface is known, but a new playing 
field has opened beyond it, where stores of the 
undiscovered, undocumented, and unconquered 
have been replenished. 
DANCERS: LIDIA CARIASOLE & JÉRÉMIE LAFON

Emma Louise Walker graduated with a First-Class 
Honours degree in Dance and Performance from 
the Central School of Ballet in London, having 
first choreographed in 2013 in a collaboration with 
Central Saint Martins. Emma toured the UK with 
DeNada Dance Theatre’s production ‘Toro,’ by 
Carlos Pons Guerra, and was then a professional 
dancer with ŻfinMalta National Dance Company 
until 2021, working with choreographers including 
Paolo Mangiola, Jacopo Godani and Rosemary Lee. 
In her current role with ŻfinMalta she co-ordinates 
education and outreach opportunities and creates 
educational resources for the company as well 
as for audiences who want to learn more about 
contemporary dance.



CHAKIB ZIDI
Humains! presents a world where all visible 
borders have disappeared, and all continents are 
attached or merged. Cultures and languages mix, 
forming one nation, with one single identity. With 
greater flexibility and opportunity our identities — 
or how we choose to define and see ourselves — 
become more abstract. Herein lies the problem, 
for no matter how we approach ‘identity’, such 
as through art, philosophy, or psychology, it 
remains fluid, beyond simple definition. Can this 
new identity tackle issues like migration, gender 
equality, social justice, conflict and war?
DANCERS: NIK FOLINI & TARA DALLI

Chakib Zidi is a Tunisian artist based in Malta. He 
trained in both ballet and contemporary dance at the 
National Ballet of Tunisia and the TRAMONI-CAPARROS 
Russian Ballet School of Tunis. From 2009-2011 he 
was a teacher and choreographer at the National 
Ballet of Tunis, and in 2011 at Studios Ikaass Dance 
company. Chakib also worked as a dance instructor 
and lecturer at High Institute for Dramatic Art of Tunis 
and is currently a guest lecturer teaching dance in the 
Theatre Studies department of the University of Malta. 
Commissions include Koppin, Valletta European Capital 
of Culture 2018, ARC Allied Rainbow, and Festivals 
Malta, all exploring themes of migration, borders, and 
minorities. He is an artist and LGBTQ activist interested 
in creating dance focused on personal expression, 
collective freedom, identity, gender fluidity, borders, and 
commitment to healing justice. 

ŻfinMade is presented in collaboration with Spazju Kreattiv.



PRODUCTION TEAM
Choreography: Rebecca Camilleri, Charlene Galea, 
Romeo Roxman Gatt, Simon Riccardi-Zani, 
Emma Walker, Chakib Zidi

Costumes coordinator: Zoe Camilleri

Light design: Moritz Zavan Stoeckle

DANCERS
Pearl Calleja, Lidia Caricasole, Tara Dalli, 
Felix Deepen, Nik Folini, Lotte La Haye, 
Jérémie Lafon, Keith Micallef, Amber Van Veen



COMPANY
Artistic Director
Paolo Mangiola
Agency Head
Christabel Borg Preca
Producer
Nicole Bearman
Education & Outreach Artist
Martina Zammit
Artistic Coordinator
Anna Nowak
Creative Learning & Archive
Emma Walker
Secretary
Sylvia Attard
Production Manager
Moritz Zavan Stoeckle
Technical Assistant
Mohamed Ali ‘Dali’ Aguerbi
Design, Marketing & PR
NoċeMuskata
Photography 
Alexandra Pace



THANKS
ŻfinMalta acknowledges the support of 
Arts Council Malta, and the Ministry for National 
Heritage, the Arts and Local Government.

SPONSORS
MeDirect
VBL Group
Osteopathy Malta

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Valeria and Jordi Goetstouwers
Dr Joanna Delia
Samantha Rowe-Beddoe & Gregory Nasmyth

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Alison White (Chair)
Kate De Cesare
Andrea Cassar
Joanne Butterworth
Felix Busuttil



BECOME A SUPPORTER

Your support for ŻfinMalta National Dance Company will 
contribute directly to the future of world-class dance 
in Malta and support programmes that develop new 
Maltese dance works, cultivate emerging artists and 
inspire audiences. 

For further information contact: 
NICOLE BEARMAN / Producer

T. +356 99999520
E. nicole.bearman@zfinmalta.mt

FULL SEASON PROGRAMME zfinmalta.org
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SUBSCRIBE  
http://eepurl.com/djoaL9



SUPPORTED BY



ŻFINDAYS
1 DOUBLE BILL, 2 FULL LENGTH WORKS, 
OVER TWO WEEKENDS

ŻfinDays is an annual programme of works by choreographers 
who are currently in the spotlight on the international dance 
stage. Introduced in 2019 by ŻfinMalta’s Artistic Director Paolo 
Mangiola, ŻfinDays has become one of the company’s annual 
signature programmes, exposing ŻfinMalta’s company dancers, 
and its audiences, to the extraordinary diversity of talent on 
the European choreographic scene. For the first time, ŻfinDays 
2023 will run over two weekends, each weekend featuring the 
D’Agostin/Mangiola double bill on the first night, and one full 
length work on the following two nights.

DATES & TIME: 17/18/19 FEBRUARY 2023
Double bill: OKOKOK, Marco D’Agostin & Nuova Figura, Paolo 
Mangiola, 17 February
Full length: Girls & Boys, Roy Assaf, 18-19 February

DATES & TIME: 24/25/26 FEBRUARY 2023
Double bill: OKOKOK, Marco D’Agostin & Nuova Figura, Paolo 
Mangiola, 24 February
Full length: Weaving Chaos, Tânia Carvalho, 25-26 February

  BOOK NOW THROUGH SHOWSHAPPENING    https://www.showshappening.com/zfinmalta/zfinDays-2023

UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS

Tickets are on sale now 
for the upcoming productions 
ŻfinDays and Utopia.



UTOPIA
Choreography, being a practice of organising groups of people 
in action, can and must be a manner of pointing towards ideal 
forms and systems for individuals and societies. Regardless 
of the achievability of these utopian models, the fact a certain 
choreographic system shows clear evidence of being beneficial 
for the group involved, is of great value. It is a daily practice of 
striving to achieve - within the artistic realm - that which is un-
achievable (and probably has no place) in the real world. 

Utopia is the result of a collaboration between Emanuel Gat 
and the ŻfinMalta company dancers, a celebration of their 
uniqueness, virtuosity, engagement, fearlessness, sense of 
responsibility and humanity. In a stream of choreographic 
consciousness, Utopia charts the personal journeys of ten 
individuals looking for connection and examining the role of the 
performer as an onstage, live creator.

Emanuel Gat was born in Israel and first danced with the Liat 
Dror Nir Ben Gal Company before setting out as an independent 
choreographer in 1994. His company Emanuel Gat Dance is 
based in Marseilles, France. His unique and personal approach 
to choreography and dance making has him ranked as one of 
Europe’s leading and most prolific choreographers working 
today. Over the past 25 years, Gat’s work has been presented in 
most of the leading venues and festivals for dance worldwide. 

DATES & TIME: 26/27/28 MAY 2023, 19:30
Venue: Teatru Manoel

Supported by the Embassy of France in Malta

  BOOK NOW THROUGH TEATRU MANOEL  https://booking.teatrumanoel.com.mt/websales/movie/22187/


