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“ TRAINING 
IS GAINING, 

THERE IS 
NO LOSS!

YOU 
SHOULDN’T 

GIVE UP!
 ”

Jean Paul (Y.O.U.R.S resident)





Expressing Yourself Through Art 
was the very first yearlong proj-
ect awarded by Premju tal-Pres-
ident Għall-Kreattività and sup-
ported by Fondazzjoni Kreattività.
This artistic programme offered 
an artistic experience to young in-
mates at the correctional facility 
in the section known as Y.O.U.R.S. 
(Young Offenders Unit Rehabilita-
tion Services). It was divided into 
three inter-linked phases where one 
g ra d u a l l y 
informed 
the oth-
er.  The 
first phase 
in t roduced 
the participants to visual expression 
through varied skills, techniques and 
media while the next two phases 
were project-driven. Underlying the 
whole programme, team work was 
emphasised and the participants 
were encouraged to work collabo-
ratively in their living community.

In October 2011, these young lads 
started an artistic journey which 
was quite intensive.  Irrespective 
of their nationality or level of artis-
tic ability, the youngsters experi-

mented with different media and 
techniques which enabled them 
to explore further their thoughts 
through various visual art projects. 
This artistic journey culminated in a 
public exhibition which started from 
hopes, dreams and aspirations which 
developed through text and imag-
ery. All the participants were en-
couraged to go through the process 
of discussing and exploring their 
early ideas, learning how to devel-

op them into 
co n c re te 
artworks. 
Through 

a collab-
orative effort 

the youths were challenged to cre-
ate, think, imagine and perceive, as 
well as empowering themselves to 
make decisions which were ultimate-
ly implemented in the final exhibited 
works displayed at St. James Cava-
lier’s main entrance in Castille Square. 

Tpinġija Pinġejna was the first art 
exhibition organised by Fonda-
zzjoni Kreattività in collaboration 
with the Y.O.U.R.S. division within 
the Corradino Correctional Facil-
ity at the end of this programme. 

“An opportunity...to under-
stand paints and colours that 

were already inside me.”
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